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 2026 Annual Meeting Minutes
September 12, 2026

Basilica of St Peter – Gibson Hall, Columbia, SC

Zoom Session and In Person Meeting

DRAFT MINUTES
The meeting was opened at 12:30 by President, Brian Jordan. Attendance was taken by Brian and Susan Heiser-Whatley. Quorum was established.

Attendance:

36 attendees. 8 clubs (4 or 10% representation required), and 5 athletes.

In Person: Valerie Sykes, Paige Ducey, Maurice Campbell, Treva Campbell, George Illingworth, Brian Jordan, Darlin Jordan, Clif McKenzie, Cassandra McKenzie, Kimberly Clinkscale, Valerie Jacobs, Gina Hambrick, Deon Kelly, Sherika Hutchinson, Mark Gantzer, Steve Mullaney, Duke Israel, Melanie Johnson

Zoom: T Alexander, Al Barron, John Blackburn, Iesha Bodrick, Velicia Bridgett, Michael Burchett, Yolande Dow, Megan Frost, Susan Heiser, Jesi Heiser-Whatley, Tori Heiser-Whatley, Ian Whatley, Rick Hobler, James Jacobs, Jennifer James, Donna Johnson, Norman Venyah,  Arlondra Weaver(guest)
Clubs: SC Elite, Running Is Good, Mt. Pleasant Track Club, Greenville Track Club, Classics Track Club, Carolina Gold Track Club, Caminata Elite, Arizona Elite
Approval of 2025 Annual Meeting Minutes:

Cassandra McKenzie requested minutes be amended to include Clif McKenzie as a zoom participant in the Zoom attendance listing. 

Cassandra McKenzie made a motion for minutes to be approved with this change. Gina Hambrick seconded. Motion to approve minutes with this change unanimously approved.

Treasurer Report/Budget Proposal:
Valerie Sykes presented the financial information for:

1/1/25 to 12/31/25 – our Taxation Year – Balance Sheet, Income Statement and Account Reconciliations

1/1/26 to 8/31/26 – same as above. Noted that presently this taxation year we have a profit of $396.80

9/1/25 to 8/31/26 – same financial information – this flows into the budget that is proposed.

All this information is up on our SC website.

We have purchased a CD since the last meeting. Presently it is valued at $51,670.89 and there is $77,595.91 in the checking account. 
The 2025 tax return was filed in a timely manner with the IRS and the filing with the SC Secretary of State was also done on time. Both these documents are on our website under Financials. 

She stressed that our youth program is our money maker as we receive no other income from the other sanctioned events that we put on. 

We will do our best to break even with the JO XC meets – association and regional. That is the goal.

Steve Mullaney did a wonderful job in recruiting the City of Florence sponsor our summer program. We were to pay them 10% of the gate but our entries and gate fees were down this year. An amount was negotiated with their representative. They did reimburse us for the tents, tables and chairs out of the amount we paid them. Valerie noted that the City paid for the portable restrooms, ice, timer, medics and provided gators and their staff, plus provided the facility for free. They are no longer able to reimburse us for the cost of the police officers due to a new city policy. We could have had an enormous loss for this meet without all this financial assistance. 

There should be no more large equipment costs. 

2026-27 we may implement a stipend to encourage officials to attend clinics to upgrade and/or learn a new event. We will continue to make funds available for the development of coaches. We will host our association championships, JO Regional T&F and special events like Para Olympics, Raven 24 hour and will look into hosting our own Open/Master meet. 

Valerie on behalf of the Finance Committee presented the 2026-27 budget (noted on the SC website). Cassandra McKenzie made a motion to approve the budget, seconded by George Illingworth. Budget approved with no opposition. 

President Report:

Brian Jordan spoke on the highlights of the association for the past year. Many associations are not hosting events as they cannot obtain facilities. We are very fortunate and need to thank Steve Mullaney again for this for his great negotiations. He spoke of the attendance being down at the JO’s due to the shoe meet that was the same weekend and JO Nationals being so far away. 

He has encountered issues with the National Office  with communication in trying to get accessibility for board members. He will try to resolve at the National Annual Meeting. Clif and Cassandra McKenzie will give him some possible people to call after the meeting. 

Brian encouraged officials to come to the clinics and learn other events.

Coach’s Education:
Ian Whatley spoke on how coaches can get certified or recertified and the various methods that are up on the website. He encouraged them to do this and directed them to be reimbursed for this cost they must get approval first, pass the exam, send the passed results and application form in and then they would be reimbursed. Steve Mullaney noted where to find this information on the SC website. Ian spoke on how the National Office was impressed that we did this for coaches and has encouraged other associations to do this as well.

Athlete Commission:

Ian Whatley noted we will offer support grants to athletes if competing in the trials for the Olympics. Grants will be given for the trials - $250 for marathon and $500 for other events.

Communications:

Steve Mullaney showed the capabilities from our SC website – bottom right corner of webpage – a chat box called shoe.
On our website now there is a new section for Officiating Opportunities.

He will be looking at other changes to the website.

Valerie Sykes asked that all items on the website please be put in chronological order. Steve said he would look into this.

LDR:

Steve Mullaney on behalf of Joyce Welch spoke of the events that had been done and upcoming events. He encouraged officials to seek these officiating opportunities. Cash prizes are awarded at these events and many times we do not have enough athletes to disburse all the award funds. Valerie Sykes asked that whoever is organizing an event to please contact the meet director and make sure that the event is a SC Association Championship is in the meet information and note that there is cash awards. 

Membership:

Report on the website. Steve Mullaney presented. Membership is down. 2025 was up as Nationals were in Georgia so to be fair should look at 2024 to 2026 for comparisms. 

Steve had approached some open/master athletes and asked why they had not renewed or joined. They say it is the economy. 

Noted that coaches and officials are up. 

We will meet our number of sanctioned meets for the year. 

MUT:

Report on website. Jennifer James presented. The 24 hr Midnight Dreary will not happen in 2027 but she and Susan Heiser are looking at hosting a 24 hour event in Myrtle Beach. Steve Mullaney asked if other events like at 6,12 and 24 hour association championship could be linked into this as well. 

November the 16K Paris Mountainn event will happen. Jennifer is always looking for a location for a 50K road race. Susan Heiser said a 100K would be great as well. 

Officials/Official Certification:

Report on SC website. Maurice Campbell presented. We have had clincs in the past and will host 2 clinics on October 17th. One in Columbia and one in Myrtle Beach. He encouraged all officials to come and learn new areas and encourage others to become officials. A stipend for current officials may be offered.

The committee is working on upgrading officials and guide them to get this done.

Maurice has also contacted officials who had pulled out of officiated and pulled them back in. 

An online class will be done in the future as well on upgrading for all levels.

Sherika Hutchinson asked that the EDM clinic be on one day that a meet was the next day such that officials could actually use the training the meet day. 

Valerie Jacobs had it clarified that officials in the Junior program could also come to the official clinics.

Open/Masters:

Report on SC website. Michael Burchett spoke on the meet that we did with Greenville Track Club. We paid the officials, gave them water and snacks and ended up having to buy their meals as well as Greenville Track Club did not provide this. 2 different sites had to be used but we managed the meet very well. Attendance was down and this was probably the economy and the 2 sites may have deterred athletes. Michael is assuming the meet will be at Eastside in 2027. Steve Mullaney asked him to pass on that they cannot convert to 4 attempts as this would then not make it an Association Championship. To be a championship you must have prelims and finals. He also asked him to pass on that if they do the special throws competiton that this would mean double the cost of officials to us which we would prefer not to incur. Michael’s goal is to increase athlete participation. 

Para:

Steve Mullaney spoke. We tried to have an event this year at Florence but the entries were low due to another championship in Arizona which athletes had signed up for. We have set a date for 2027 on June 5th in Florence. The timer will time for free and the facility is free. Noted that if we did make some money we would give the timer something in the way of payment. There is also a para meet at Clemson in April. He noted that our equpment we purchased was used at this meet this past year. We do not need to purchase any other equipment for this.

Cassandra McKenzie asked if able bodied athletes could be included. Steve will explore and consider this. 

Race Walk:

Report on SC website. Susan Heiser opened the presentation and noted that her daughter Jesi Heiser-Whatley had taken on the chair role after she was appointed to the National Committee for Race Walk. Jesi then further spoke. We did 3 association championships. They have done a great job on promoting race walk ato the coaches, athletes and officials. 3 events are planned for 2027. They group are still looking for a site for a half or full marathon length that is level. Valerie Sykes noted that Anderson will not be hosting a college meet this year and that the race walk group should contact the coach at Southern Wesleyan to see if they could partner there for one of the association championships. 

Youth:
Report on SC website. Paige Ducey presented. She thanked the committee for assisting her with all. 2026 we had our JO T&F meet – noted the less entries. She was overwhelmed with how wonderful the meet went and what a great job the officials did at the meet. We still have the issue of not getting volunteers from the clubs. She will work on this. There was discussion on the types of volunteers and what we do for these volunteers. We will be hosting JO XC assocation and regionials this year in Rock Hill. Steve Mullaney has done some great negotiating again for some sponsorship there. We hope to break even but we will not skimp on officials for these events. 
Our costs are fixed at these events no matter how many athletes attend. She felt that the XC meet should remain the same as Nationals was not a far drive away in Louisianna. 

The shirts and plaques for our All American JO athletes have been delivered. We also delivered the new javelins to clubs across the state this year. 

Cassandra McKenzie inquired if we give grants to athletes going to Nationals and this might encourage volunteers. Paige informed her we do reimburse national entry fees but most clubs do not bother to send this in to obtain reimbursement. 

2027 the JO T&F meet will be on June 12 – a date that a shoe meet is not going on and not on Father’s Day. Regionals will be July 1-4. Both events will be hosted in Florence.

Steve Mullaney noted that the City of York is looking into bidding the National JO XC event at Winthrop University. 

Awards:

Maurice Campbell presented awards to 4 SC officials. These were not only for a good job done officiating but also for a good job representing USATF SC. 

Ian Whatley and Norman Venyah – and he noted they not only represent within our state but also internationlly

George Illingworth 

Mark Gantzer – as our outstanding new official

The number of these awards is driven by the total number of officials we have.

National Annual Meeting: 

Steve Mullaney noted that those interested in applying to obtain funding to attend you must contact USATF SC office by September 30th. Selection will be done and you will be informed. Valerie Sykes spoke on behalf of the finance committee and the board that we will only be sending the minimum requirement from now on and selection would be persons who are active within the state representing USATF SC. 

Old Business: 

None

New Business:

None

Credentials Report:

Susan Heiser informed us that everyone had been validated. 3 were moved to general category. 36 people would be eligible to vote.

Special Election:

Susan Heiser conducted this event.

2nd Vice President: Paige Ducey had sent a letter of intent which is on the SC website. 

Paige Ducey – self nominted

George Illingworth  seconded

Nominations closed

1st Vice President

Steve Mullaney self nominated

Velicia Bridgett seconded

Nominations closed

Cassandra McKenzie made a motion that both were passed by acclamation.
Valerie Sykes Seconded the motion.

All were in favor that by acclamation  they appointments were passed.

Adjournment:

At 2:40 George Illingworth made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Paige Ducey seconded. Meeting adjourned  unanimously.

Minutes Prepared by:
____________________________                 Date 10/12/26

Valerie Sykes

2026 USATF SC Treasurer

Approved Draft in form by the USATF-SC President

______________________________              Date 10/12/26

Brian Jordan

2026 USATF SC President
NGREDIENTS

▪️3 sweet potatoes, cooked ▪️250g chickpeas ▪️Large handful of chopped spinach ▪️2 spring onions, chopped ▪️Handful of feta, crumbled ▪️5 eggs, whisked and seasoned 

METHOD 

